TODI
ON TOUR

WHERE IS TODI?
Todi is a town and municipality of the
province of Perugia (region of Umbria) in
central Italy. It is perched on a tall two-crested
hill overlooking the east bank of the river
Tiber, commanding distant views in every
direction.
In the 1990s, Richard S. Levine, a professor of
Architecture at the University of Kentucky,
described Todi as the model sustainable city,
because of its scale and its ability to reinvent
itself over time. After that, the Italian press
reported on Todi as the world's most livable
city.

TODI: THE HISTORY
Historical Todi was founded by the ancient Italic people of the Umbri, in the 8th-7th century BC,
with the name of Tutere. The name means "border", the city being located on the frontier with the
Etruscan dominions. It was conquered by the Romans in 217 BC. In most Latin texts, the name of
the town took the form Tuder. A notable find dating back to this age is an ancient bronze statue of
Mars, which was excavated in 1835 in the nearby Montesanto; it is now at the Vatican Museum, but
a copy is kept in the crypt of the Cathedral. Christianity spread to Todi very early, through the
efforts of St. Terentianus. Bishop St. Fortunatus became the patron saint of the city for his heroic
defense of it during the Gothic siege. In Lombard times, Todi was part of the Duchy of Spoleto.
After the 12th century the city started to expand again: the government was held first by consuls,
and then by podestà and a people's captain. In 1244 the new quarters, housing mainly the new
artisan classes, were enclosed in a new circle of walls. In 1290 the city had 40,000 inhabitants.
The city was annexed to the Papal States 1340. In July 1849 Todi received Giuseppe Garibaldi one
of the Heroes of Italian history.

THE CATHEDRAL OF TODI
The Cathedral of Todi is consacrated to Santa Maria
Annunziata. It was built after the year one thousand
on the remains of a Roman temple, which later
burned, earthquakes and collapses have heavily
modified its shape. On the facade we can see three
rose window and the cantral eighteenth-century
entrance door; inside, above the main door, there is
a fresco by Ferraù da Faenza that recalls the
Michelangelo’s « Il Giudizio Universale». On the
right side stands the bell tower.

PIAZZA DEL POPOLO
Piazza del Popolo, considered one
of the most beautiful Italian
squares, represents the secular
and religious center of Todi. The
cisterns, built in Roman times, are
located below the square, and
represent the masterpiece of
hydraulic engineering of the city,.
The Palazzo dei Priori, in Gothic
style, today seat of the
magistrate's court, occupies the
south side of the square, while on
the east side we find the Palazzo
del Capitano and the adjacent
Palazzo del Popolo which are the
headquarters of the town hall and
the civic museum.

SAN FORTUNATO
The church of San Fortunato,
dedicated to the patron saint of the
city, was built from the end of the
12th century until 1465. Only the
façade of the church remained, in
the upper part, visibly unfinished
due to the death, in 1458, of the
architect Giovanni di Santuccio from
Firenzuola. In the crypt there is the
tomb of Jacopone da Todi.

CONSOLAZIONE
The temple of Santa Maria della Consolazione,
beautiful example of Renaissance architecture
as opposed to that medieval city, is attributed,
albeit with some reservations, to Bramante. Its
construction lasted for almost a century, from
1508 to 1607, with the contribution of
Baldassarre Peruzzi and Antonio da Sangallo
the Younger. The plan is a Greek cross and, at
the intersection of the arms, on four central
pillars rests a majestic one dome. Inside
twelve plaster statues, depicting the apostles,
while above the high altar is the ancient
image of the "Madonna with Child" and the
"Marriage of Saint Catherine of Alexandria.
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